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P R O C E E D I N G S  

MS. MOYE: Good Evening. It is now 6 : 0 5  

P.M., on Thursday, November 13th, 2008,  and 

this public hear ing  reyard ing  the Draft A i r  

Prevention of Significant D e t e r i o r a t i o n  Permit 

for G r a n t  Allendale, I n c .  is now called to 

order, For the record,  t h i s  f a c i l i t y  is 

loca ted  on U S  Highway 321 i n  Fa i r f ax ,  S o u t h  

Carol ina ,  here in Allendale C o u n t y ,  

My name is Donna Moye. I am a Public 

Participation Coordinator f o r  DHEC's Office of 

Environmental Q u a l i t y  C o n t r o l .  Tonight  I will 

serve as the  hearing officer f o r  this h e a r i n g .  

On behalf of DHEC, I welcome you and thank you 

for t a k i n g  the time to come here this e v e n i n g .  

We recognize  that o u r  meeting aren't always 

conven ien t  f o r  everyone, so  we do appreciate  

you b e i n g  here. 

B e f o r c  I go any f u r t h e r ,  the re  are a f e w  

items t h a t  I would l i k e  to address. F i r s t ,  I 

would ask that you to p l e a s e  t u r n  off or 

silence y o u r  c e l l  phones so t h a t  others are n o t  

d i s t u r b  o t h e r s  during t h i s  hearing. 

Next, if you have n o t  already done so ,  I 

encourage each of you to sign t h e  attendance 

Southern Reporting, Inc. 
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1 sheet loca ted  at t h e  sign-in t ab le .  By signing 

2 in, this will ensure that DHEC has a complete 

3 record of a l l  attendees at this hear ing .  We 

4 have asked for your  mailing o r  e-mail addresses 

5 on the sign-in sheet so that we can n o t i f y  you 

6 of any f u t u r e  information regarding Grant 

7 Allendale. 

8 Third, when you signed i n  you should have 

9 received a folder with information pertaining 

10 to this hearing. This is -- this is t h e  folder 

1 I that was handed to you when you signed in. If 

12 you d id  n o t  receive one of these, please raise 

13 your hand and one of o u r  s t a f f  w i l l  bring one 

14 to you. I n  this f o l d e r  there are various 

15 pieces of information you may find u s e f u l ,  

16 including an agenda f o r  this hear ing ,  a list of 

17 DHEC s t a f f  w i t h  their c o n t a c t  information, a n d  

1 8  a pre-addressed comment form, should you need 

1 9  it. 

20 Next, I would also llke to p o i n t  out our 

2 1 C o u r t  Repor ter ,  who is sea ted  to m y  left. She 

22 w i - 1 1  be responsible for preparing a written 

2 3  r epor t  or a t r a n s c r i p t  of  t h e  formal p a r t  of 

24 this hearing.  The transcript w i l l  serve as t h e  

2 5 official record of t h i s  p u b l i c  hearing. If at 

- , ., .. -, > , ., ,.. 
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1 some l a t e r  time you are  i n t e r e s t ed  in reviewing 

I 1 the t r a n s c r i p t ,  you may request  to see it or 

obtain a copy. 

The purpose of this hear ing  is to provide 

a formal opportunity for you to g i v e  us y o u r  

verbal and written comments. This is a l so  an 

opportunity for DHEC s t a f f  and r ep resen ta t ives  

of Grant Allendale to present information to 

1 1 9  you aboxt  t h e  d ra f t  permit. 

1 lo 
It is important  t h a t  you know t h a t  the 

requested air permit has n o t  been approved and 

is still in d r a f t  form. The decision to g r a n t  

1 l3 
or deny this pe rmi t  h a s  n o t  been made at t h e  

1 l4 
time of  this hearing. All comments received 

fi will be reviewed by DHEC s t a f f  p r i o r  to making 

16 a permit decision, so y o u r  i n p u t  is v e r y  

1 l7 important to us. A decision as t o  whether  or 

1 l8 
not t h e  a i r  permit  will be approved, modified, 

I 

19 or denied will not  be made t o n i g h t ,  d u r i n g  this 

20 hear ing.  

I 21 We recognize that many of you may have 

I 22  
concerns and questions regarding this draf t  

permit. The comments you share may provide 

DHEC s t a f f  with additional ideas or thoughts 

I 25 
about  the draft permit. Please understand that 

Southern Reprting, Inc. 
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1 t h i s  is not a question a n d  answer session. 

2 This is considered a formal hearing, where 

3 comments made will be recorded. To be s u r e  

4 that everyone has the o p p o r t u n i t y  to be heard, 

5 q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  n o t  be answered by DHEC Staff 

6 during this formal hearing. 

7 Please note rha t  t h e  draft permit has been 

8 written to e n s u r ~  that Grant Allendale can 

9 operate in compliance w i t h  state a n d  federal 

10 air quality regulations, These regulations are 

11 in place to pro tec t  human health and welfare 

12 and to ensure that a i r  q u a l i t y  s tandards  a r e  

13 maintained. 

14 We welcome your comments this evening. If 

15 you plan to make oral comments, you should have 

16 noted this on t h e  sign-in sheet. If you are 

17 u n s u r e  at t - h i s  time i f  you will be making an 

18 oral comment, that's okay too.  I will call on 

19 eve ryone  who has indicated t h a t  t hey  do -- do 

2 0  want to comment f i r s t  and  then I will give 

21 anyone  else who has n o t  had a chance to speak 

22 the opportunity to come forward. Written 

2 3 comments a re  also welcome and may b e  given to 

2 4 me tonight -- (clears throat) excuse me -- or 
2 5 you m a y  submit written comments d i r e c t l y  t o  

Southern Reporting, Inc. 
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1 DHEC. The address where w r i t t e n  comments may 

I be submitted is i n c l - u d e d  in your  folder. 

1 All written comments must be received by 

DHEC no la ter  t h a n  close of business on 

November 20th, 2008.  Again, that date is 

November 20th, 2008,  one week from today.  I f  

1 you have q u e s t i o n s  about submitting written 

1 comments, pl.ease see a DHEC staff member 

I ' tonight, before  ycu leave. 

In order  for this hearing to move forward 

i n  a timely and orderly fashion, I would l i k e  

1 l2 to ccver some g u i d e l i n e s  that have been 

1 l3 established: 

I l4  
1) There will be no  cross-examination or 

1 l5 
questions and answers while a presentations or 

I l6 
comment is being ~ a d e .  I, however, ask a 

1 l7 
speaker to c l a r i f y  a p o i n t .  

1 1 8  2 )  All comments tonight will be made trom 

I l9 
this podium. A n d  as you can see ,  we have the 

1 20 
cords t aped  down. We prefer that you come up 

t h r o u g h  this w a y  here, because there is a cord 

here and there's a large cord here and we don't 

w a n t  anyone to t r i p .  S o  if you could just walk 

up  directly t h rough  here and then leave t h r o u g h  

I 25 here as w e l l .  

Southern Repoitlng, Inc. 
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1 3 )  S o  t h a t  everyone has an opportunity to 

2 speak, your comments should no t  exceed more 

3 than 5 minutes per individual. Please remember 

4 t h a t  t h e  quality o f  what each person is s a y i n g  

5 is what's important. tonight, no t  how many 

6 people say t h e  same thing. 

7 For this hearing, we will proceed in t h e  

8 f o l l o w i n g  order: 

9 F i r s t :  Ms.  Anna Mooney with DHEC's 

10 Bureau o f  A i r  Quality will exp la in  the 

11 Department's draft permit. 

12 Second: A presentation will be made by 

13 M r .  J i m  Lake on behalf of  Grant Allendale, I n c .  

14 Third:  I will t h en  call on individuals 

15 who have indicated on the s i g n - i n  s h e e t  that 

16 they would l i k e  to make a comment. Speakers 

17 w i l l  be heard in the order in which you s igned  

1 8 i n .  

1 9  And  fourth: Anyone who has decided during 

2 0 the course o f  the  evening t h a t  they would l i k e  

2 1 to make a comment, b u t  who d id  n o t  i nd i ca t e  

22  their i n t e n t i o n  t.c speak  by checking t h e  box on 

2 3 t h e  sign-in shee t ,  will be called upon at 

2 4 random by raising t h e i r  hand. Please remember 

2 5 t h a t  this time w i l l  only be for those who have 

Southern Reporting, Inc. 
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1 n o t  y e t  s p o k e n .  

2 P r i o r  to making your  corment at t h e  

3 microphone, I would a s k  that each of you 

4 c l e a r l y  s t a t e  your  name and the group you are 

5 r ep re sen t ing ,  if any, f o r  t h e  court reporter .  

6 If you have a written copy of your comments, 

7 a n d  don't mind leaving it w i t h  us please give 

8 it to me when you have finished speaking. 

9 Shou ld  any  statements begin  tu digress  

10 f rom t h e  i n t e n t  of this hearing, I w i l l  

11 interrupt t h e  speaker and  ask h i m  o r  her to 

12 limit t h e i r  comments to the technical issues 

1 3 regarding the draf t  permit .  

14 I ask t h a t  each s p e a k ~ r  be allowed to 

15 present  h i s  or he r  views without interruption. 

16 We cannot allow disruptions to alter t h e  intent 

17 this hearing. Each person who has  requested to 

18 participate here tonight must be given a f a i r  

19 opportunity to provide  h i s  o r  he r  presentation 

2 0 or comment. 

2: I will now c a l l  on M s .  Anna Mconey of t h e  

22 Bureau of Air Quality, who will be g i v i n g  a 

2 3 brief overview of the draft permit DHEC h a s  

2 4 w r i t t e n  for Grant Allendale. Anna? 

25 MS. MOONEY: Good Evening. My name is 

Southern Reporting, Inc. 
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1 Anna Mooney. I am a permit e n g i n e e r ' f o r  the  

2 Bureau of A i r  Quality w i t h i n  the South  Carolina 

3 Department of Health and Environmental Control. 

4 I am here tonight to share with you s o m e  

5 information regard ing  the l a t e s t  permitting 

6 a c t i v i t y  at t h e  Grant A l l e n d a l e  f a c i l i t y  

7 located in Fa i r fax ,  South Carolina. 

8 First, I w i l l  -- want to go th rough  a 

9 brief time line of p e r m i t t i n g  a c t i o n s  at t h e  

1 0  G r a n t  Allendale f a c i l i t y .  Then 1 will give you 

11 some information regarding the major 

12 differences  between the d ra f t  proposed permit 

13 and the facility's c u r r e n t  permi t .  These 

14 differences i n c l u d e  things such  a s  the permit 

15 type,  t h e  t ype  of pe rmi t  limits, and a few 

16 o t h e r ,  more minor, changes. 

1 7  Now, we'll beg in  with the permi t t ing  

18 timeline. In April of 2 0 0 5 ,  Grant Allendale 

19 submitted an i n i t i a l  application to the 

20 Department f o r  t h e  construction of a n e w  

2 1 Oriented Strar,d Board, or OSB, facility. In 

2 2 August of 2005, t h e  Department held a p u b l i c  

2 3 hear ing  to discuss the draft proposed permit 

2 4 f o r  t h e  new f a c i l i t y .  The f i n a l  s y n t h e t i c  

2 5 minor c o n s t r u c t i o n  permit was i s sued  in 
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1 September of 2005 .  I n  j u s t  a few m i n u t e s  we 

2 will discuss more about what it means t h a t  the 

3 permit was synthetic minor. But  f o r  now, 1 

4 want to c o n t i n u e  on w i t h  t h e  permitting 

5 timeline. 

6 In September 2006, a f t e r  the  completion of 

7 construction, Grant  Allendale submitted a n  as- 

8 built permit modification application to 

9 address changes t h a t  were made during 

10 construction. Most of these changes addressed 

i 1 in the application were m i n o r  equipment changes 

12 such  as upda tes  on equipment s i z e s  and/or the 

l 3  number of pieces QE equipment. In addition, 

14 changes to the site p l a n  were addressed and 

15 Grant Allendale updated i t s  air dispersion 

16 modeling to accurately ref lect  t h e  constructed 

1 7  f a c i l i t y .  

18  As t h e  draf t  perni t  neared completion, t h e  

1 5  facility cornplet~d source t e s t i n g  requirements, 

2 0 as required by their permit. The permitting 

2 1  a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  as-built permit was placed un 

22 hold until t h e  Department received source 

23 testing r e s u l t s .  

24 In June of 2 0 0 7  t h e  facility submitted the 

2 5 source t e s t i n g  results to the Department. As a 

Southern Reporting, Inc. 
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I result of t-he source testing, the  permitting 

2 action f o r  t h e  as-built permit was never 

3 completed. 

4 Instead, i n  December of 2007,  G r a n t  

5 Allendale submitted a PSD permit application to 

6 t h e  Department. This application h a s  resulted 

7 in t h e  draft proposed  permit that we are here 

8 to di-scuss t o n i g h t .  

9 So, how does the original permit  differ 

10 from t h e  proposed permit? Well, t h e r e  are 

11 three m a i n  categories  that we're going to talk 

12 about: t h e  permit type ,  t h e  t y p e s  of limits in 

13 each permit, a n d  o t h e r  changes that are in t h e  

1 4  permit such as t h e  pruduction rate and  

1 5  equipment update .  

16 First, though, I w a n t  to f o c u s  on the 

17 differences i n  the t y p e  of permit that is being 

18 i s s u e d .  Originaily, G r a n t  Allendale was issued 

19 a s y n t h e t i c  minor construction permit. 

2 0  A s y n t h e t i c  -- a s y n t h e t i c  minor permit 

2 1 contains f e d e r a l l y  enforceable limits to keep 

22 emissions at t he  f a c i l i t y  below a PSD major 

2 3  source t h r e s h o l d .  The major source t h r e s h o l d  

3 4  f o r  each of the pollutants listed on this slide 

2 5  is 250 tons p e r  year. If a facility has the 
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1 potential t o  emit more t h a n  2 5 0  tons per year, 

it is considered a major s o u r c e  and  must go 

through the PSD permitting process. However, 

1 the facility can r e q u e s t  permit limits to keep 

I emissions below the major source t h r e s h o l d .  In 

r e t u r n ,  t h e  facility t h e n  does not have to go 

through the PSI3 permitting process and i-s 

1 issued a synthetic minor construction permit. 

1 The f a c i l i t y  essentially av~ids t h e  PSD process 

1 lo 
by limiting emissions to s t a y  below the major 

I l1 s o u r c e  threshold. 

But, what happens if the f a c i l i t y  does n o t  

or cannot take limits to remain below this 

I l4  
threshold? 

Then t h e  f a c i l i t y  must go through t h e  FSD 

permitting process. PSD s t a n d s  for P r e v e n t i o n  

I l7 
of Significant Deterioration. It is a 

I l8 permitting process that major sources must go 

I l9 
t h r o u g h  to obtain a construction permit .  

1 2 0  There a r e  several requirements that the 

I 21 facility must meet to c o m ~ l e t e  this PSD 

permitting process. The f i rs t  requirement of 

PSD is that t-he facility must undergo a Best 

Available Control Technology, o r  BACT, R e v i e w .  

Dur ing  a BACT review, processes at t h e  facility 

Soutfiern Reporting, Inc. 
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1 a r e  compared to similar processes at similar 

2 facilities across the U . S .  to e n s u r e  t h a t  the 

3 f a c i l i t y  is maximizing the c o n t r o l  of emissions 

4 f rom each process. As a r e s u l t  of the BACT 

5 review, the permit may include spec i f i c  pound 

6 per hour limitations, work practice standards, 

7 and/or operational standards. 

8 In addition to a review of the contra1 

9 technology, the f a c i l i t y  must perform an air 

10 quality analysis to show t h a t  they will meet 

11 National Ambient A i r  Quality Standards. These 

1 2  standards are set at levels designed to protect  

13 the health of the public and the surrounding 

14 environment. 

1 5  The facility must also demonstrate that 

16 they will n o t  violate maximum PSD increments as 

17 defined in t h e  PSD regulations. 

1 8  Each component o f  this A i r  Quality 

19 Analysis is demonstrated t h r o u g h  air dispersion 

2 0 modeling. 

2 1 Also d e m n n s t r a t e d  t h r o u g h  A i r  Dispers ion  

2 2  Modeling is t h e  Additional Impacts Analysis 

23 t h a t  the f a c i l i t y  must perform. For this 

24  analysis, the f a c i l i t y  must consider any 

2 5 p o t e n t i a l  impact t h a t  it will have on 

Souhem Reporting, Inc. 
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1 visibility, soils, and vegetation i n  the 

surrounding area. The facility m u s t  also 

c ~ n s i d e r  the impact of potential growth in the 

area. 

So f o r  the d r a f t  p r ~ p o s e d  PSD permit ,  

Grant Allendale has completed all of these 

necessary PSD permitting requirements. And as 

a r e s u l t ,  there h a s  been a change of t h e  type 

of permit limits that are  included in the 

proposed permit ,  

Originally, t h e  s y n t h e t i c  minor permit had 

l i m i t s  t h a t  w e r e  based on PSD avoidance. The 

p e r m i t  included opera t iona l  a n d  production 

limits that limited t h e  facility's emissions 

below the major s o u r c e  threshold. 

This d r a f t  proposed permit  i n c l u d e s  

process and pollutant specific limits based on 

t h e  BACT r ev iew.  These limits w e r e  more 

specific and a re  des igned to e n s u r e  that t h e  

facility is controlling emissions w i t h  t h e  best 

available contrcl technology at a l l  times. 

Limits f o r  PM, Nox, 502, Volat i le  Organic 

Compounds, and CO are  included in the  permit 

f o r  several emission sources at the f a c i l i t y .  

So in a d d i t i o n  to the permit t ype  and 

Southern Reporting, Inc. 
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1 permit limits, the permit  also i n c l u d e s  a f e w  

2 o t h e r  changes. 

3 Some equipment changes that were addressed 

4 o r i g i n a l l y  in the as-built permit application 

5 and the site changes have all been updated in 

6 this d r a f t  proposed permi t .  In addition, t h e  

7 permitted maximum production h a s  a l s o  

8 increased. 

9 S o  now that I've g i v e n  you a very brief  

10 overview of t h e  changes to t h e  p e r m i t ,  you may 

11 be wondering what happens next. 

12 A f t e r  we review t h e  comments from the 

13 hearing tonight, we will d r a f t  a response to 

14 address a l l  of t h e  comments. If you have any  

15 additional comments t h a t  are n o t  addressed here 

16 t o n i g h t ,   yo^ may submit them to t h e  Depar tment  

1 7  b y  November 20th. A f t e r  all of t h e  comments 

18 have been addressed, a permi t  decision will be 

19 made. 

2 0 Once again, if you have any q u e s t i o n s  or 

2 1  additional comments about  my p r e s e n t a t i o n  o r  

22 this draft proposed p e r m i t ,  you may submit them 

23 to me by November 20th. Or, if at any time, 

24 you have issues or concerns  abou t  t he  

2 5 operations at the facility, please contact t h e  
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1 regional o f f i c e  located in A i k e n .  Thank y o u !  

2 MS. MOYE: Thank you, Anna. Now I w i l l  

3 call on Mr. Jim Lake who w i l l  be g i v i n g  a 

4 presenta t ion  on behalf of G r a n t  Allendale. 

5 J I M  LAKE: Thank you,  Donna and DHEC and, 

6 I guess, t h e  community for t h e  opportunity to 

7 spend a few m i n u t e s  talking a little bit about 

8 Grant and what it means to t h e  community a n d  

9 what we t h i n k  it means from an environmental 

10 aspect a l s o .  B u t  I t h i n k  also it g i v e s  us a 

11 good o p p o r t u n i t y  ow it give me a good 

1 2  opportunity to talk a little b i t  about the 

13 operation as far as t h e  economy goes.  I know 

1 4  that's probably a l i t t l e  b i t  on everybodyrs 

15 m i n d  t o o  out there, so I can t ouch  on t h a t  a 

2 6 l i t t l e  b i t  while I'm up here. 

17 Where am I p o i n t i n g  t h i s  at? Okay. 

18 What I'll do is talk a l i t t l e  bit about  my 

19 ro le  in all of this and then  really how Grant  

2 0 plays a part in Allendale b o t h  from an 

21 environmental standpoint and in the community 

2 2  i n  genera l .  

2 3  I guess, the main reason why I w a n t  to 

2 4 t a l k  abou t  m y s e l f ,  because you s h o u l d  know 

25 who's ultimately accountable. And in t he  
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1 Uni ted  Sta tes ,  f o r  G r a n t ,  I am the one that's 

2 a c c o u n t a b l e .  I'm t h e  Senior  Officer. I am the 

3 officer that is i n  charge o f  a l l  operations for 

4 Gran t ,  b u t  m o s t  accountable in Sou th  C a r o l i n a .  

5 I've had over  2 4  years  in this i n d u s t r y  

6 and most of it was with Louisiana Pac i f i c ,  

which was t h e  largest OSB producer in the 

world. So I've been involved in over 20 OSB 

mils and r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  those mills over my 

career .  So we've g o t  a l o t  of experience as 

f a r  as the technology that goes into these 

p l a n t s .  And one of the t h i n g s  that attxactea 

me of cominq to t h e  G r a n t  was, I believe we 

have state-of-the-art technology in t h i s  

facility. And I think it's got t h e  best 

pollution c o n t r o l  e q u i p m e n t  of any f a c i l i t y  o u t  

t he r e .  

I've always had a strong commitment over 

the 2 0  years -- or 20 years  t h a t  I worked with 

Louisiana P a c i f i c  we probab ly  went from worst 

to f i r s t  when it comes to s a f e t y  and 

environmental s tandards .  I happen to be one  of 

t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  leaders of that along with Dave 

H a r v e y  who's w i t h  me a l s o  as Vice Pres iden t  of 

1 2 5  our Environmental C o n t r o l s .  1 1 
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Basically, we make  criented s t r and  board 

I o u t  at the plant here.  It's -- t h e  f a c i l i t y  

was designed f rom the get-go to really p r o t e c t  

t h e  environment, b o t h  from a ncise level and 

I l 5  emissions. T 1 l l  show you a picture in a l i t t l e  

l 6  -- in a few minutes of the f a c i l i t y  from the -- 

f rom t n e  air, b u t  in general, you know, we 're 

18 acres of f a c i l i t y ,  an operation n e s t l e d  in 

w i t h  about  450 acres of s u r r o u n d i n g  land. It's 

d e f i n i t e l y  one  of t h e  most advanced f a c i l i t i e s  

I t h a t  t h e r e  i s  in t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  but not j u s t  i n  

I l2 
the U . S .  and Canada, but a l s o  in the world. 

1 l3  
Either I've been to o r  one of my team has been 

1 l4 to most mills in this i n d u s t r y  and Lhis is 

1 l5 
w i t h o u t  a doub t  the best technology o u t  there. 

1 l6 And our people insistence, in general ,  are 

1 l7 
designed f o r  environmental exce l l ence .  

I le 
You know, our contributions to t he  

community; we have a 135 d i rec t  m i l l  employees. 

On the i n i t i a l  start-up ue a c t u a l l y  g o t  to as 

2 1  
high as about 165. You know, we've had some 

l a y - o f f s  l a t e l y .  We're at a b o - ~ t  121 r i g h t  nfiw. 

You know, but we have a lot of jobs, abou t  2 0 0  

jobs to g o ;  it's i n t o  harvesting for the 

facility. You've g o t  50 additional i nd i r ec t  
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1 jobs with suppliers and a vast majority of 

2 these individuals and their families live in 

3 t h e  local community. S o  it's a huge impact 

4 overall. I mean, we pour about 40 billion -- 

5 or 40 million dollars -- I'm s o r r y  -- into the 

6 community on an a n n u a l  basis when we're 

7 operating o u t  the re ,  s o .  

8 Am I doing something wrong here? There we 

9 go.  S o r r y .  

10 This just give you a l i t t l e  aerial view of 

11 o u r  facility. You can see,  like I said, we've 

12 g o t  about 18 acres t h a t  this is n e s t l e d  i n .  

13 And you know, along Highway 321 really is the 

14 only area that's exposed right now, but we have 

15 myrtles, a number of  different trees out there ,  

16 cypress,  Leland cypress that built along the -- 
17 321. You know, they'll grow anywhere from 

18 three to five feet a year. The cypress  will 

19 probably g e t  somewhere be tween  7 0  -- anywhere 

2 0 from 7 0  to 100 feet tall. When this facility 

21 is -- is opera t ing  over the next f e w  years ,  

22 when a l l  the trees get  up to where they're at, 

2 3  you're really n o t  even going to know the 

24 facility exists there n o t  only from a scenic 

2 5  standpoint, t h e  topography, but a l s o  it's going 
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1 to h e l p  additionally on any  noise t h a t  you may 

2 be hearing. 

3 I'm j u s t  n o t  very good at this button 

4 thing. 

5 You know, it's a p r e t t y  simp1.e process .  

6 There's a l o t  of complexities within the 

7 process in each one of these t h i n g s ,  b u t  

0 basically what we're doing is we're just t a k i n g  

9 wood and -- logs and t u r n i n g  it into OSB. So 

1 0  we're -- we're c u t t i n g  i n t o  s t r a n d s  and then 

11 we're heating it up  and then  we're rebuilding 

1 2  it, engineering it so it's into 4x8, 4x9, 4x10 

13 t y p e  panels. B u t  o v e r a l l  a p r e t t y  simple 

14 process , 

15 But I think, you know, the -- the 

15 important t h i n g  would be, if you're really 

1 7  interested i n  the process, come on out and see 

18 us. If we have enough in teres t  we'll g l a d l y  

1 9  set u p  t o u r s  any time that we can p u t  them 

20 t oge the r .  

3 1 - S o  pro tec t ing  the environment, you know,  

22 we got a p r e t t y  experienced staff. I've been 

23 doing t h i s  a lot of years. Steve  P o h l ,  who's 

2 4  o u r  Environmental Manger at the mill, would 

25 also be, you know, a d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  a n y t i m e  you 
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1 want to d i scuss  about t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  

2 environmental aspects o u t  there. Along w i t h  

3 safety, Steve is a l s o  in charge of s a f e t y  at 

4 the mill. 

5 Chad Eisner, o u r  p l a n t  manager Chad who 

6 worked with me for about 12 years at my p r i o r  

7 company who's worked under  very stringent 

8 environmental a n d  safety standards throughout 

9 h i s  career. 

10 And then we've g o t  Ed Griffin who's o u r  

11 Environmental Director  from the corporate  

12 standpoint, b u t  -- who is based o u t  of Canada 

13 b u t  isn't here t o n i g h t .  

1 4  You know, we are  SF1 certified. We u s e  

15 t h e  best practices and  utilize p r e t t y  much the 

15 whole tree. You know, it's a renewable 

1 7  resource;  it's very fast growing. 

18 Our p o l l u t i o n  control s y s t e m  is s ta te -o f -  

19 the a r t  -- are s t a t e -o f - the -a r t  a n d  world class 

2 0 and we spend  over 30 million do l l a r s  on this 

2 1 equipment. You know, we spend another 6 

22 million d o l l a r s  a n n u a l l y  with gas and 

23 electricity j u s t  to run t h i s  equipment to 

2 4 e n s u r e  these s tacks  are clean. 

2 5 And you can see it in o u r  employees. We 
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1 have great p o l i c i e s  o u t  there a n d  we're getting 

2 better all t h e  time. I mean, it's a -- we're 

3 i n  the middle of a start-up, it's an 

4 evaluation. But we have a rigorous c r i e n t a t i o n  

5 process t h a t  e v e r y  employee out there h a s  to 

6 u n d e r s t a n d  a l l  of our policies and then that's 

7 -- that's upda ted  w i t h  them each year.  

8 We monitcr, you know, and focus on all the 

9 key areas,  the whole management s t a f f .  E v e r y  

1 0  meeting t h a t  we have as a staff s t a r t s  o u t  with 

11 s a f e t y  and environmental c o n t r o l s  cn how we're 

1 2  doing. S o  it is the forefront of all of our  

13 discussions out t h e r e .  

14 Like I sa id ,  we have the best available 

15 control technology t h a t  t h e r e  i s  in our  

16 industry. You know, t h e  electrostatic 

1 7  prec ip i t a to r s  and t h e  RTOs a n d  the pneumati-c 

18 systems that we have collecting dust are  the 

1 9  best in t h e  i n d u s t r y .  You know, we have 99 

2 0 percent p a r t i c u l a t e  removal, 95 percent VOCs. 

2 1 I know, Mr. Kearse, you brought up or I 

22 t h i n k  Buddy maybe you brought u p  the other day 

2 3  a concern over formaldehyde which would  fall 

2 4 under t h e  -- i n t o  the VOC category. I mean, I 

2 5 t h i n k  you'll find that you have more VOCs in 
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1 the surrounding area forest than you'll have 

2 anytime coming o u t  of our facility. 

3 But you can see the rest of t h e  -- the 
4 properties t h a t  we have t h a t  either meet or 

4 
U exceed o u r  requirements. And then we c o n t r o l  

6 Nox, really, through s taged  combustion and 

7 r e c i r c u l a t i o n  of gasses. 

8 So o u r  basic commitment to t h e  community, 

9 you know,  I don't think it's goad enough j u s t  

10 to be compliant,  I t a lked  a l o t  about our 

11 equipment and t h a t  we're compliant. Well, 

12 obviously, that's -- that's j u s t  a p a r t  of  it. 

1 3  You know, most of your homesteads were here  

14 long before G r a n t  Allendale showed up, so we 

15 understand that. You know, I m e t  w i t h  Mr. 

16 Kearse and the f o l k s  that he represents  the  

17 other day a n d  I'm willing to m e e t  with anybody 

18 in this community one-on-one or as a group 

1 9  because I -- you know, t h e  last thing was want 

2 0 to do is to be a major inconvenience. You 

2 1 know, when you go dawn t h e  highway you 

2 2 shouldn't f e e l  any different t h a t  you did f i v e  

2 3 years ago when you drove down t h e  highway or 

2 4 you walk o u t  in y o u r  yards.  

2 5 So I t h i n k  from a compliance standpoint we 
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1 are without a d o u b t  going to be t h e  best i n  t h e  

industry w i t h  the equipment w e  have and the 

systems we will continue to put  in. But  we 

also want to be a grea t  neighbor and, you know, 

t h a t  means t h a t  therefs a l o t  more work t h a t  

goes i n t o  that than j u s t  p o l l u t . i n n  control 

e q u i p m e r , ~ .  

I understand that and  I guess that's why I 

wanted to be here t o n i g h t  because, you know, 

although Steve who is our main  contact because 

he is head of our safety and environmental 

controls out at t h e  p l a n t ,  you know, you can 

call the switchboard a n d  Diana Atteberry, who's 

our main administrative -- head of our 

adninistrative staff o u t  there can get  a h o l d  

of me any time p r e t t y  much 2nd track me down. 

I do o f f i c e  out of Allendale t h e  majority of 

the time, but I have responsibility f o r  the 

o t h e r  ope ra t ions ,  but she can always t r a c k  me 

down. 

So we have listened and -- to some 

concerns and we d e f i n i t e l y  want to listen if 

there's -- if there's more o u t  t he re .  You 

know, w e  don't have any  d o u b t  that we're going 

to be, so we n e e d  to -- we need to make sure 
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1 that, you know, that we're a big p a r t  of t h e  

2 community. We've been in t h e  s t a r t - u p  for t h e  

3 last year and a half, so we haven't go t  an 

4 o p p o r t u n i t y  to spend a l o t  of time in the 

5 community. 

6 Rut, you know, we're going t h r o u g h  some 

7 tough times l i k e  everybody else w i t h  the 

8 economy, so we've got some layoffs that are 

9 going on out the re .  Bu t  t h i s  facility will be 

1 0  here when n o  other f a c i l i t y  in this industry 

11 is. And about 6 0  percen t  of the industry is 

12 down right now, b u t  w i t h  o u r  technology, w i t h  

13 what G r a n t  put i n  p lace h e r e ,  this is a long-  

14 term thing and it will recover q u i c k e r  and it 

15 will be here l o n g e r  than anything o u t  t h e r e .  

1 6  And that's why I came to this company because I 

1 7  -- you know, this is t h e  future of OSB. 

18 Again, you know, if you have a n y  questions 

1 9  s p e c i f i c a l l y  any time, and a s  Donna and Anna 

2 0 have -- have said, you  can c a l l  DHEC d i r e c t l y ,  

2 1 but if you want to talk to somebody at the 

22 p l a n t ,  Steve is o u ~  main contac t  out there .  

2 3 B u t  we're willing to come ou t  to your -- y o u r  

24 homes a n d  h e a r  what you hear and see what you 

2 5 see and work with you anything that's -- that 

I 
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Page 28 1 you t h i n k  might be an issue and j u s t  l i s t e n  to 

y o u r  suggestions in genera l ,  s o .  

L thank you for your time and l o o k  forward 

to working with you in the future. Thank you. 

I I think I t m  done. 

1 MS. MOYE: I t h i n k  you're done. I'm going 

to leave this up to give -- 

JIM LAKE: Okay .  

I MS. MOYE: -- everyone a chance to -- 

1 lo 
J I M  LAKE: All right. 

1 11 MS. MOYE: -- to n o t e  down that p h o n e  

1 l2  
number and name. If you don't a l r eady  have it, 

1 l3 we'll leave t h a t  u p  f o r  you .  

Thank you, Mr. Lake. 

Tha t  concludes  t h e  presentations by DHEC 

and t h e  facility regarding the draf t  permit. 

1 l7 We will now hear  f rom you. I w i l l  c a l l  on 

1 l8 
thase  of you who indicated on the sign-in sheet 

119 
t h a t  you would like to make  an o r a l  statement. 

1 20 You w i l l  be called upon in the order that you 

I 21 signed i n .  I ' d  like to remind you that if you 

22 have a w r i t t e n  copy of your statements, if you 

23 w v u l d  leave it with US) t h a t  will be h e l p f u l .  

And I'd also remind you to please come up 

to my left here and no t  to my r i g h t .  
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1 And I will t r y  n o t  to bu tche r  anyone's 

2 name, please call me on it if I do. Our f i r s t  

3 speaker is Francis Hills. 

4 FMNCIS HILLS: I dontt have a whole l o t  

5 to say except  that i f  the wind is in the wrong 

6 d i r e c t i o n ,  my house is s o u t h e a s t  of that plant 

7 and that is wind o u t  t h e  north or the 

8 northeast, the noise and the b u r n i n g  in my eyes 

9 i s  almost unbelievable t h e  way it gets  and 

10 especially that noise. I t  sounds l i k e  a t r a i n  

11 w r e c k  in the yard. Thank you. 

12 M S .  MOYE: Thank you M r .  Hills. Next, Mr. 

1 3  G . H .  Kearse. 

14 G . H .  KEARSE: Y e s ,  matam. My name is R i p  

15 Kearse. I'm a proper ty  owner and neighbor of 

16 Grant Allendale. And I'm -- I'm for  G r a n t  

17 Allendale. I -- we need it. We shou ld  have 

18 it, b u t  it's n o t  a question o f  whether I'm f o r  

19 Grant Allendale, it's whether Gran t  Allendale 

2 0 is for me. 

2 1 We have a t e r r i b l e  s i t u a t i ~ n  o u t  t h e r e .  I 

2 2  go t  up at three  o'clock t h i s  morning and  

2 3 listened to t h e  no i se .  There's a r a i l road  

2 4 t r a c k  t h a t  goes hetween my place, which is 

2 5 perhaps 3 5 0  yards from Grant  Allendale -- 
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1 That's an approximate, I haven't measured it -- 

2 b u t  t h e  noise i s  s o  severe, it's more 

3 pronounced and heavy than the railroad which is 

4 between  my place a n d  Grant  Allendale, a n d  it's 

5 continuous. N o w  sometimes it's greater  than 

6 o the r s ,  b u t  sometimes it's enough to wake you 

7 up. I don't know what the solutian of  it is. 

8 B u t  we've been on t h a t  p lace  since 1865 .  

9 We -- my grandfather  came home from the war, 

1 0  bough t  150 acres of l and  f o r  $400 and we've 

11 been these ever since. We've cleared the  l a n d  

12 and we want to s t a y  t h e r e .  Some of my c h i l d r e n  

13 don't want to go o u t  there  because of the 

14 noise. Now, I've a l l  my life wanted to build a 

15 house ou t  there .  And now I'm t o  the place I 

16 can build a house, becau'se of this no i se  I 

1 7  don't know wh2the r  I w a n t  to l i v e  o u t  there or 

18 n o t .  And it's t h a t  s o r t  of situation. 

19 They s a y  they're g o i n g  t o  increase  t h e  

20 p r o d u c t i o n  from 147 thousand board feet p e r  

2 1 hour to 175 board f ee t  per hour. Now that 

22 means that if they're going -- n o t  add any 

23 equipment, t h a t  means it's going to run at 

2 4 faster rate. And if it r u n s  at a faster  rate, 

2 5 the -- t h e  n o i s e  is goiriy up. It's going to 
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1 increase.  And that's why I'm here tonight. I 

2 want people  in t h e  County to know. 

3 It's -- I don't know how to compare t h e  

4 t r a i n  noise w i t h  -- with the plant noise, but 

5 it's considerably more. And like I say, the 

6 p l a n t  noise is continuous, the train goes 

7 t h r o u g h  and it's gone. B u t  I don't t h i n k  

8 they've got t h e  right to depreciate m y  property 

9 and  that's what it's doing, anyway you c u t  it. 

10 What'cha go ing  to use  it for? Nobody's going 

11 to come out there and live. And I don't wan t  

12 to be a bad n e i g h b o r ,  b u t  l i k e  I s a i d  in the 

13 beginning, it's n o t  whether -- it's n o t  whether 

14 I'm f o r  Grant; it's whether Grant's f o r  me. 

1 5  A n d  I suppose that's m y  case. I'm going to -- 
16 I'm going  to watch it and see what happens. 

1 7  We've cleared t h e  l a n d  w i t h  a shove l  a n d  

18 an axe, and I t h i n k  we s h o u l d  be ab le  o r  

1 Ei allowed to live there in a peaceful ,  

20 envi ronment .a l  fashion. Thank  you v e r y  much. 

2 1  MS. MOYE: Thank you, Mr. Kearse. O u r  

22 third speaker  is Buddy Hooper. 

23 BUDDY HOOFER: Well, I live about  three- 

24 q u a r t e r s  of a mile straight east of the plant. 

25 And when the w i n d  is blowing east, my eyes  burn 
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1 a l l  the  t i m e  and almost water comes out of 

them. But my -- I got one eye blind when I was 

in the s e r v i c e  and the other one is weak and I 

s u r e  don't want to lose that other eye. And I 

don't know what Grant to do to clear it up a 

little b i t ,  b u t  I ' m  for the jobs .  We need 

people working.  W e  need the economy. A n d  I 

hear the plant a lot too. It's a lct of noise, 

but I can get by w i t h  t h e  noise a lot be t t e r  

than I can with the -- whatever's in t h e  air 

that makes my e y e s  burn and  s t a y  red a l l  the 

t i m e .  I'm t a k i n g  two or t h r e ~  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d  

of eye drops trying to he lp  it, but I don't 

know. I j u s t  -- j u s t  hope t hey  can do 

something to clear it up to where it don't b u r n  

my eyes so much. Thank you. 

M S .  MOYE: Thank you, Mr. Hooper. Our 

f o u r t h  speaker is Joann  Hill. 

JOANN HILL: Hi. I'm a c t i n g  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  

f o r  Allendale County  and I ' d  like to read a 

l e t t e r  to you,  a l e t t e r  of s u p p o r t ,  from the 

five members o f  County  C o u n c i l  to Mrs. Karen 

Lee of D H E C .  "In regards to t h e  above 

referenced and r e f e r r i ng  to the N o t i c e  of  

Public Hear ing  Regarding a Draft  Air 
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Construction Permit dated October 9 t h ,  2008, 

the Allendale County Council supports and 

h e r e b y  requests that DHEC approve the requested 

PSD air construction permit that G r a n t  

Allendale, Inc . ,  has made application to DHEC 

to remove s y n t h e t i c  m i n o r  limits previously 

established by Construction Permit NO. 01 60- 

0020-  -- 

MR. HARDEE: L e t  me see if I can g e t  this 

working,  it's hard to hear you. I donT t know 

what -- 

MS. MOYE: I was t r y i n g  to,let her finish. 

MR. HARDEE: S h e  sa id  to i n t e r r u p t  h e r .  

Okay. All r i g h t .  

FRANCIS H I L L S :  Okay. And this letter is 

signed by f i v e  members of County  Council. 

I also have a letter a£ support from Mayor 

Cohen  f o r  the Town of Fairfax requesting that 

DHEC approve the requested PSD Air Construction 

Permit that Grant Allendale had app l i ed  f o r  to 

remove the  s y n t h e t i c  minor limits also a n d  a -- 

also f rom Mayor Troy Bran t  from t h e  Town of 

Ulmer, there's a l s o  a l e t t e r  of s u p p o r t .  Thank 

you .  

MS. MOYE: Thank you, Mr. Hill. We 
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apologize for o u r  equipment malfunction. We'll 

have these l e t t e r s  up here  i f  any  of you d i d  

n o t  h e a r  t h a t  and would like to see those  

before you leave tonight. 

Speaker nurhe r  5 is S. T i m  Adams. 

S .  T I M  ADAMS: Well, I've been a res iden t  

of Al lenda l e  f o r  a l i t t l e  while. I work  in the 

wood industry and they're -- 1 don't see any  

problem, to my knowledge, of G r a n t .  Grant 

I n d u s t r y  [ s i c ]  is a good facility here in 

Allendale c o u n t y ,  which we need. There's no 

o t h e r  jobs f o r  the  -- the people here i n  

Allendale have to go out of  town f o r  j obs .  And 

t h i s  is a n  opportunity f o r  us 10 have some jobs 

in the town of  Allendale, in the county.  And 

it takes a l o t  of tax -- the tax  -- t h e y  pay 

taxes and it t akes  a l o t  of the burden o f f  o f  

each of  u s  individuals that have to pay taxes. 

And I'm f o r  it one hundred percent and I t h i n k  

if anybody w i l l  s i t  down and t h i n k  a b o u t  it, 

they don't w a n t  to close  this place .  This 

place needs to be open, n o t  only f o r  me, f o r  

the upcoming generations t h a t ' s  going to be 

here past m e  and others is -- we need it. I 

mean, you can sit there and try to clase it i f  
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1 you want t o ,  but don't be blind. Thank you. 

2 BUDDY HOOPER: That's what I don't want to 

3 be, blind. 

4 (Audience applauds. ) 

5 MS. MOONEY: Thank you M r .  Adams. O u r  

6 sixth speaker is Nita A d a m s .  

7 NITA ADAMS: I am a l s o  a res iden t  of  

8 Allendale County here in Allendale. I t h i n k  

9 that G r a n t  Allendale should stay. I think that 

10 it does a l o t  of good for o u r  community n o t  

11 only j u s t  f o r  the employees that they have, b u t  

12 f o r  t h e  ones  t h a t  are loggers that go in there. 

13 It doesn't matter which way the wind the 

14 b lows ,  I don't smell a n y t h i n g .  I don't -- I've 
1 5  rode by t he r e  on several occasions, I haven't 

16 heard anything o u t  of the ordinary. The t r a i n s  

17 don't wake nobody up .  I don't see anybody 

18 t r y i n g  to shut the t r a i n s  from coming down 

19 t h r o u g h  town and  there's houses  right across 

20 the  street from t h e  t r a cks .  S o  therefore, I 

2 1 t h i n k  Allendale Grant [s ic]  needs to be here 

22 and I don't t h i n k  that anybody s h o u l d  -- should 

2 3  even want  to close a facility l i k e  that down. 

2 4 T t h i n k  it would be worse on u s  as individuals 

2 5 in Allendale county because o u r  taxes will go 

Southern Reporting, Inc. 
htt p: f jww.sauthernreporling.net 



DHEC Hearing - Grant Allendale, Jnc. 

Page 36 
1 

2 

3 

4 

up.  Some people may be able to a f f o r d  their 

taxes, we can't. We don't have thousands of 

d o l l a r s  t~ s h e l l  out f o r  these t a x e s  when we 

have Grant Allendale that pays a l o t  o f  our 

t axes  f o r  us. 

(Audience  app lauds . )  

MS. MOYE: Thank you, Ms, Adams. 

Just a reminder, if you could, please hold  

you r  applause so  we can make sure we get  to 

everyone tonight. 

Speaker number seven, is it Shea Kinard? 

SHEA M. KINARD: Good evening.  1 l i v e  

approximately -- w e l l ,  exactly 3.3 miles f r o m  

Grant Allendale. I have never smelled 

anything. Very rarely do I hear any noise. 

It's no more annoying t han  the t r a i n .  I 

understand t h e  t r a i n  comes, it goes,  Grant  

stays. G r a n t  p u t s  a l o t  of money in here. lt 

keeps a lot of money in my pocket  as f a r  as 

taxes go.  I'd l i k e  to see them s tay .  The 

o the r s ,  all I have to say to you is I hope you 

can get use t o  because I hope they're here to 

stay. 

MS. MOYE: Thank you, Ms. Kinard.  

Speaker number e i g h t ,  Carl -- is it Goodurn 

Suthem Reporting, Inc. 
http://w.southemreporting.net 



OHEC Hearing - Gmnt Allendale, Inc. 
11/13/2008 

Page 37 
1 [ sic] ? 

2 CARL GOODING: That's close enough .  

3 (Audience l a u g h s .  ) 

4 MS. MOYE: Thank  you. 

5 CARL GOODING: I'm Carl Gooding and I'm on 

6 the  Allendale County  Council, a member o f  the 

7 Southern  Ca ro l i na  A 1  1ianc.e Board, and more 

8 importantly than that I'm a business person in 

9 this c o u n t y .  I have an investment. here and I 

10 keep watching it go down t h e  drain because of 

11 no development. 

1 2  You three guys, I'm sorry that y o u r  eyes  

13 aIe bu~ning and t h a t  you hear things. B u t  I've 

14 been o u t  t he re  at t h e  Grant p l a n t  probably as 

15 many -- except for t h e  employees, as many times 

16 as anybody in this room. I've y e t  to smell 

17 a n y t h i n g  except f r e sh  sawed woad, which I love 

18 to smell anyway.  And 1 -- and they g i v e  you 

1 3  ear plugs to go throuyh the p l a n t .  I d i d  use 

2 0 the e a r  p lugs  and we would go th rough  t h e  plant 

2 1 and I had no problem hear ing  people t a l k i n g  to 

22 me. S o  if there was an excess bunch of  n o i s e ,  

2 3  the  dec ibe l  level inside t h a t  p l a n t  would be 

24 much higher t h a n  y o u r  farm, your  p lace .  And -- 

2 5  and t h e  decibel readings can  t a k e n  to verify 

Southern Reporting, Inc. 
http://www.southernreporting .net 



DHEC Hearing - Grant Allendale, Inc. 
11/13/2008 

Page 38 
1 t h i s .  And I don't -- and I know you probably - 

2 - you may have a problem. I think I know the 

3 reason, b u t  you may have a problem. But we're 

4 n o t  going to do t h a t  t o n i g h t .  

5 I hope that DHEC w i l l  f i n d  it possible to 

6 let these guys have their air permitting and 

7 also f o r  any possible expansion. 

8 I've heard some arguments. One, is that 

9 t h e r e  is a chemical in the a i r .  Number t w o ,  

1 0  that the re  is excess noise. I should know 

11 about noise; I live by t h e  railroad t r a c k  in 

1 2  Allendale. You t a l k i n g  about noise. And I 

1 3  l i v e  also not too far from another  couple of 

14 plants, b u t  you g e t  used to this. I have n o t  

15 smelled one t h i n g  at the  p l a n t  except wood that 

16 h a s  been c u t ,  fresh c u t  wood and I l i k e  to 

17 smell that. 

1 8  I've been to t h e  plants in Canada and I 

1 9  can vouch for these guys, James Pinckney  was 

20 along with me, Danny B l a c k .  We w e n t  to a 

2 1 number of their plants in Canada, even the 

22 older plants. They're v e r y  environmentally 

2 3 c o n s c i o u s  in Canada. Those  are  t h e  cleanest 

24 plants I've ever walked  t h r o u g h .  There's no 

25  d u s t  on t h e  f l o o r  or nothing. 
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These guys have an ultra-modern facility 

out he re .  It's the largest OSB board 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  plant in the  world, you s h o u l d  be 

proud of it. 

I'm l i k e  you, taxes a r e  a problem. I've 

heard  a b o u t  the fact t h a t  Grant  has devalued 

the p r o p e r t y .  You know what's devalued the 

property? N o t  Grant ,  it's because t h e  State 

Treasury Department says we have a lack of 

retail b u s i n e s s  and i n d u s t r i a l  development. It 

decreased your  millage down to 22,000 m i l  t w o  

years ago, this y e a r  it dropped down below 

20 ,000  and it's n o t  because of G r a n t .  It's 

because we don't have a n y t h i n g  here .  

UNKNOWN MEMBER OF THE AUDIENCE: That's 

right. 

CARL GOODING:  And t h a t  probably has 

nothing to do with doing a s c i e n t i f i c  permit, 

because I know nothing a b o u t  chemicals or 

anything, b u t  1 do know t h a t  some of u s  have an 

investment here.  And t a l k i n y  about  w a n t i n g  to 

stay here, we want  to stay here ,  but it's 

g e t t i n g  harder a n d  h a r d e r .  And Grant's n o t  

going to do anything b u t  make the v a l u e  of your  

l a n d  go u p .  
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1 W e  had over  a thousand people when DHEC 

2 was permitting a n d  had these public hearings 

3 two years ago. And I t h i n k  the Fa i r fax  down 

4 t h e r e  was the site of, t h e  Community Hut,  and 

5 we had over a thousand people at a l l  t he  

6 hea r ings .  Okay. We had one p r o t e s t o r  back 

7 then even before i t  was b u i l t  and  i t  was R i p  

8 Kearse. H e  b a c k  then  s a id  t h a t  t h e  noise level  

9 was going to bother  h i m .  He didn't say 

10 anything about the smell because it was not 

11 there, but he's still p r o t e s t i n g .  And that's 

12 a l l  I have to say. 

13 G.H. KEARSE: Let me a s k  a question. 

14 CARL GOODING:  A s k  it. 

1 5  G.H. KEARSE: What do you think we're 

16 doing? 

1 7  CARL GOODING: You're protesting G r a n t .  

18 MS. MOYE: Thank you, M r .  Gooding. 

1 9  CARL GOODING: (Inaudible. ) 

20 MS. MOYE: Mr. Gooding, t hank  you.  

2 1 G. H . KEARSE : {Inaudible. ) 

22 MS. MOYE: Mr. Kearse, thank you. I would 

2 3 l i k e  to remind you that we are  here tonight to 

2 4 give everyone a fair o p p o r t u n i t y  to s p e a k  and 

25  we need to be respectful of each person's 
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comments. So I w o u l d  a s k  t h a t  you please 

remember that whenever you come up.  

Our n i n t h  speaker is Micky S c o t t .  

MICKY SCOTT: H o w  you doing? I ' m  Micky 

S c o t t .  I'm one of t h e  owners of Column's 

Lumber M i l l  and I'm a l s o  here to support Grant. 

We are n o t  a competitor with them. We 

cooperate with G r a n t  and we know the i s s u e s  

they a r e  finding right now i n  t h e  economy that 

we nave. And I c a n  assure you, we deal with 

DHEC on a r e g u l a r  basis. We have some of t h e  

same issues that they deal with. And with 

o t h e r  industries throughout the south that I'm 

familiar with, I can assure you DHEC is o n e  of 

the most proac t ive  -- and  I'm n o t  saying t h a t  

as a compliment, because I know how much 

t r o u b l e  they cause. But they p r o t e c t  t h e  

peoplz in this s t a t e  and in this county I can 

assure you .  

In t h e  timber industry -- I don't know 

whether y'all have s e e n  t h e  recent studies t h a t  

have come o u t  -- is the number one industry in 

this s t a t e ;  agribusiness. And I can assure  

you ,  if this county does n o t  support its 

agribusiness and this timber i n d u s t r y ,  you do 

Southern Reporting, Im. 
http: I/www.sauthemreporting .net 



DHEC Hearing - Grant Allendale, Inca 
11/13/Z008 

Page 42 
1 n o t  know how much it will hurt. You do not 

2 have t h e  concept of the number of jobs that t h e  

3 timber industry provides for this county. You 

4 l e t  it disappear a n d  you will know a n d  it will 

5 be p a i n f u l .  Thank you. 

6 MS. MOYE: T h a n k  you,  Mr. Scott. Our next 

7 speaker i s  J. Morgan Kearse. 

8 J. MORGAN KEARSE: My name is Morgan 

9 Kearse and 'I work w i t h  my father here in 

10 Allendale. I wasn't going to say a n y t h i n g  

11 until the last couple of comments came up and  

12 w a s  direc ted  at my f a t h e r .  

13 NOW, I've spen t  my l i f e  o u t  the re  a n d  

14 there is a not iceable  increase in n o i s e .  It 

1 5  goes on 2 4  hours a day .  It does drowned out 

1 6  t he  t r a i n  as it's passing through.  Now, I 

1 7  haven't been in t h e  p l a n t  and I d o n ' t  

18 p a r t i c u l a r l y  want to go into the p l a n t ,  but I 

19  want to l e t  it be known t o  DHEC and l e t  it be 

2 0 known to Mr. L a k e  a n d  a l l  of his employees o u t  

2 1 there at the p l a n t  that we've got a problem 

22 with n o i s e .  I don't g o  o u t  there  as much as I 

23 use to because I'm -- I spend a l l  my time 

2 4  practicing law now. But  t h e r e  are people who 

25  live within a mile, mile a n d  a half of t h a t  
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1 p l a n t  t h a t  are complaining of rashes and -- and 

2 problems w i t h  their e y e s .  And I'm net s a y i n g  

3 that this -- YGU know, that t h e  p l a n t  needs to 

4 be c losed  down. ITrrL saying something needs to 

5 be done t o  address it. 

6 If you l i v e  t h r e e  miles o u t ,  maybe you 

7 don' t experience the noise, maybe  you don't 

8 experience t h e  problems that o t h e r s  are 

9 experiencing t h a t  within a mile of it. But I 

10 t h i n k  something needs to be done to determine 

11 what's causing this. And I don't t h i n k  

1 2  anything's been done as  f a r  as going out and 

13 t a l k i n g  to t hose  who within a one mile radius 

14 of t h e  plant or one a n d  a half mile r a d i u s .  

15 Talk to those people and  f i n d  o u t  what's going 

16 on.  That hasn't been done. 

17 As f o r  the noise, I've spen t  a l o t  cf time 

18 in Allendale a n d  I hea r  Collum L u m b e r  Mill 

19 r u n n i n g  a l l  d a y  l o n g  and it's n o t  o f f e n s i v e  to 

2 0  me d u r i n q  t he  day ,  but at n i g h t  when everything 

21 is q u i e t  things at Grant continue to run  a n d  it 

22 makes a lot of noise. I don't think anyone has 

2 3  done a n o i s e  study to determine how loud  it is, 

24 what the decibels are a mile, a mile and a h a l f  

25 out, but it is very noticeable and it will keep 
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1 YGU up at n i g h t .  

2 Those a r e  the issues. We're n o t  saying 

3 Grant should  n o t  here.  I really appreciate 

4 them being here and h e l p i n g  offset o u t  tax 

5 burden. Hel-ping pay employees so t h a t  they can 

6 make a living, so that t h e y  can prov ide  f o r  

7 their own so  that we can all stay here i n  t h e  

8 county. B u t  I would l i k e  to see something done 

9 to address to t w o  major complaints that are 

111 coming out tonight. 

11 N o w  before ground was broken at Grant, I 

12 go t  l e t te rs  from Jim Lake s a y i n g  that there 

13 would be na objectionable noise. There i s  an 

14 objectionable noise. I got a letter saying 

15 t h a t  t he r e  would be nu problem with p o l l u t i o n .  

1 6  There i s  a problem with pollution. S o  I'm n o t  

1 7  t r y i n g  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  shouldn't be here,  I'm 

18 j u s t  t r y i n g  to say address t h e  needs of t h e  

19 people who are having problems a n d  that's as -- 

20 t h a t  can mean come o u t  here and t a l k  to them 

2 1 and find out what's going  on. 

22 That's all I've g o t  to say. Thank you. 

2 3 M S .  MOYE: Thank you, Mr. Kearse. Our 

2 4 next speaker is Ronnie Jackson w i t h  the town of 

2 5  Allendale.  

I 
Southern Reporting, Inc. 

http:/ fww.southern~t:porting.net 



DHEC Hearing - Grant Allendale, Inc. 
11/13/2008 

I 
Page 45 

RONNIE JACKSON: T h a n k  ycu. As the newly 

1 e lec ted  Mayor of  the Town of Allendale -- I 

I wanted to p u t  that out -- 

I [The  audience laughs.) 

I RONNIE JACKSON: The Town of A l l e n d a l e  I 
expresses t h e  support o f  t h e  G ~ a n t  forest 

production plant located in kllerldale County .  

The Grant f o r e s t  production w i t h  i t ' s  ove r  2 0 0  

million d o l l a r s  i nves t -men t  and created over 120 

well pay ing  jobs t h a t  we -- they are v e r y  

needed. We -- w e  support you v e r y  hear tedly .  

They have a l s o  extended a magnitude of support 

to o u r  community which h a s  been great ly  

appreciated. We consider it's an honor to have 

a leader  of i n d u s t r i a l  such as Grant located i n  

t h e  Town of Allendale -- well, in the coun ty  of 

A l l e n d a l e .  The Town of  Allendale will continue 

to suppor t  you. We need you .  We need these 

jobs. Have you looked  at t h e  news lately? The 

economy is going a l l  tc t h e  devil. We need 

them bad. We need it bad, so we whole 

h e a r t e d l y  suppor t  you .  

MS. MOYE: Mr. Jackson, can  you Leave your 

l e t t e r  w i t h  us? 

RONNIE JACKSON: I want to re-type it. 
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1 M S .  MOYE: Okay. 

2 RONNIE JACKSON: Thank ycu. 

3 MS. MOYE: Thank you M r -  Jackson .  And w e  

4 are at our f i n a l  speaker  who signed up to speak 

5 and I'm a f r a i d  this is the one t h a t  I can't 

6 read, b u t  it's James -- is maybe P i n c k n e y ?  

7 JAMES PINCKNEY: That's correc t .  

8 MS. MOYE: All r i g h t .  Come on down. 

9 JAMES PINCKNEY: You did a gcod job. Good 

10 evening. We s t a n d  here this a f t e rnoon  tc say 

I1 tc you all, it's very good to be here in 

12 Allendale. And I grew up herc in Allendale. 

13 I'm 56 years o ld .  I grew u p  in this farm b e l t .  

1 4  For 4 5  years the farmer have taken ove r  and 

1 5  managed Allendale coun ty ,  It managed Allendale 

1 6  c o u n t y  when I was a young man so that the re  was 

1 7  no jobs but the farm f o r  us to w o r k  to. But as 

18 the years past o u r  k i d s  had an opportunity to 

1 9  go to school and  g e t  a b e t t e r  learning. And as 

20 t h e y  went to school and g o t  a better l e a r n i n g  

2 1 t h e r e  was nowhere f o r  them to go to work 

22 because t h e  farm had  deteriorated.  And they 

2 3  didn't yo to school j u s t  to come back to drive 

24 a t ractor  or w a l k  behind a mule. They needed 

25  somewhere to go to work. And i n  order for them 
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1 to go to work they had to leave A l l e n d a l e  

2 county to s e e k  work  elsewhere. 

3 G r a n t  Allendale is in the  process of h e l p  

4 changing that stigma. Grant Allendale is in 

5 t h e  process of t r y i n g  to g i v e  t he  young people 

6 that growing up  a b e t t e r  opportunity and a 

7 better sho t  at l i f e .  

8 I realize that t h e  n o i s e  that some of you 

9 a l l  may be hearing may be real. But one o r  two 

10 of us should n o t  be in t h e  shape to s t o p  

11 progress f o r  t h e  'rest of us. 

12 Yes, no doubt in my mind in 1952 when 

13 someone heard that Savannah R i v e r  Site meant to 

14 -- meant  to locate in A i k e n  and Barnwell a n d  

15 Allendale county* No doub t  in my mind t h a t  

16 somebody had a concern t h a t  there would be some 

17 nuclear waste somewhere. B u t  somewhere down 

1 8  the line t h a t  Savannah R i v e r  Site was able to 

19 p l a n t  them self  there and made a good living 

2 0  f o r  a l o t  of people .  Even though t h a t  some of 

21 t h e  things t h a t  may had went on out there may 

2 2 have scared some lives, b u t  in all it m a d e  more 

2 3 people prosper  t h a n  it d id  on t he  other hand. 

24  And I'm s ay ing  to you all tonight, I'm not 

25  d e n y i n g  you all t h a t  you a l l  may n o t  have a 
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1 problem. But I'm s a y i n g  take  a second l o o k  at 

what you're d o i n g  and t h i n k  about  t h e  magn i tude  

of peop le  that you can hurt at this age instead 

of t h e  people t h a t  you  can he lp .  

I know, I worked at Savannah R i v e r  Plant 

for 34 years, DHEC monitors Savannah R i v e r  

P l a n t ,  DHEC monitors  n o i s e ;  decibels, 85 

decibels. And I don't know what the decibel 

l eve l  is w h e r e  you a l l  live at. But is it -- 

is it a c o n s t a n t  noise, then DHEC s h o u l d  he 

able to t e l l  u s  that. B u t  I'm s a y i n g  to you 

all, j u s t  don't throw the b a l l o o n  out just 

because you have the opportunity to do so. L e t  

u3 brace G r a n t ,  And I believe if Grant has  a 

problem now t h a t  need to be resolved, through 

the trials they'll resolve t he  problem a n d  we 

a l l  will be more prospered tomorxGw than we are 

today.  T h i n k  about that my b r o t h e r s .  

(Audience applauds. ) 

M S .  MOYE: Thank you Mr. P i n c k n e y .  Now I 

will ask anyone who has decided d u r i n g  t h e  

course of the evening t h a t  they would l i k e  to 

make a statement to please raise your hand. 

Okay, you can come on up. If you'll please 

remember j u s t  to s ta te  your name f o r  the c o u r t  
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1 reporter .  

2 MICHAEL WHITAKER: Ladies and gentlemen, 

3 my name is Michael Whitaker  a n d  I am an 

4 employee of Grant Allendale and I l i v e  r i g h t  

5 across the street from Buddy Hooper. I don't 

6 normally talk in front of groups. I'm n o t  

7 comfortable up here, But I will tell you this, 

8 I am proud of my job. I run that equipment 

9 that you're complaining about .  And I am the 

10 closest employee to t h a t  mill. So if t he r e  was 

11 a problem there  I would f i x  it because I am the 

1 2  environmental abatement t e c h n i c i a n  f o r  Grant  

13 Allendale. I work f o r  Steve P o h l .  And that's 

14 a l l  I have to say. 

1 5  (Audience applauds.  1 

16 BUDDY HOOPER: Well, l e t  me -- l e t  me say 

17 something, This young man, I t h i n k  a l o t  of 

18 him and his dad and  his mom and a l l  of them. 

19 But I'm n o t  lying when I say t h a t  t h e  chemicals 

2 0 is b u r n i n g  my eyes .  I ' m  n o t  j u s t  getting up 

2 1 here -- 
22 MS. MOYE: And you have -- 
2 3  BUDDY HOOPER: -- bringing a ghost s t o r y .  

2 4  MS. MOYE: Right. And we appreciate -- 

25 BUDDY HOOFER: And -- and -- 
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19  
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MS, MOYE: -- t h a t  you made those comments 

BUDDY HOOPER: B u t  -- but my neighbor -- 
MS. MOYE: -- during the comments per iod .  

BUDDY HOOPER: -- is trying to make me out 

as a liar and I -- I am -- I am -- I've g o t  one 

eye gone and I don't want to lose the o t h e r  one 

and I'm n o t  w a n t i n g  to -- Grant to close down. 

All I w a n t  them to do is -- 
MS. MOYE: M r .  Hooper. 

BUDDY HOOPER: -- clear u p  the  a i r .  

MS. MOYE: We apprec ia te  y o u r  comments -- 

BUDDY HOOPER: Thank you. 

MS. MOYE: -- and we've given you an  

opportunity to make t hose ,  so if we could,  if 

there's anyone e l se  who would like to make a 

comment who has n o t  had t h e  opportunity to 

speak t o n i g h t  please ra i se  your  hand now. 

(No one raises t h e i r  hand . )  

On behalf of DHEC, I would l i k e  to t h a n k  

everyone f o r  your  comments. The comment 

p o r t i o n  of t h i s  public hear ing  is ncw 

concluded. 

Before we adjourn this h?aring, I would 

l i k e  to explain t h e  process DHEC will f o l l o w  i n  
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1 making a decision on t h e  draft permit. 

2 Following this public hearing and formal 

3 comment period, OHEC will make a decision as to 

4 whe the r  the d r a f t  permit should be approved, 

5 approved with conditions, disapproved, or 

6 modified. This decision will be based upon the 

7 review and consideration of the applicable 

8 State and Federal Air Quality Regulations, the 

9 review of comments made at this hea r ing  i n  the 

10 form of a t r a n s c r i p t ,  t h e  review of a l l  other 

11 comments received within the required time 

1 2  frame, and t h e  consideration of any other 

13 p e r t i n e n t  information. 

14 As stated e a r l i e r  tonight, w r i t t e n  

1 5  comments may be submitted through close of 

16  business on November 20th, 2008.  All w r i t t e n  

17 comments received on or before  this date will 

18 be considered as p a r t  of the decision-making 

19 process. 

20 A copy of the Notice of Appeal Procedures 

21 is included in your  hearing f o l d e r .  These a r e  

22 t h e  procedures that must be followed if a f i n a l  

2 3 review, otherwise known as an appeal, is 

2 4 requested a f t e r  a permit  decision has been 

25  made. Any affected person has the right to 
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1 r e q u e s t  a f i n a l  review, o r  appeal, of any  

permit dec i s ion  made by DHEC- This request 

must be made in writing to DHEC1s C l e r k  of the 

Board w i t h i n  f i f t e e n  ( 1 5 )  days after n o t i c e  of 

DHEC's decision has been mailed. I n  

consideration of t h i s  requirement, if you 

indicated on the hearing sign-in sheet that you 

wanted to receive any future information about 

the permit f o r  Gran t  Allendale, or if you have 

submitted comments e i t h e r  before ,  during, or 

a f t e r  this hear ing ,  you w i l l  receive 

n o t i f i c a t i o n  of DHEC1s d e c i s i o n  by standard 

U . S .  Mail. However, if you wish to be n o t i f i e d  

of DHEC's decision by c e r t i f i e d  mail, please 

see Karen  Lee or Soraya Purvis near t h e  sign-in 

table, before you leave. If you choose to make 

your c e r t i f i e d  mail request  in writing, you are 

asked to do so by t h e  close of the comment 

p ~ r i o d  on November 20th, 2 0 0 8 .  

F i n a l l y ,  I would l i k e  to p o i n t  out t h a t  

there is a public participation feedback survey 

i n  your fo lde r .  We are interested in knowing 

your thoughts and sugges t ions  on what you l i k e d  

or didn't l i k e  about tonight's hearing and how 

we can improve our  p u b l i c  participation 
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efforts. P l e a s e  take a moment to complete this 

s u r v e y  a n d  place it in the box on the s i g n - i n  I 
I table as you leave. A n y  comments o r  

suggest ions  a r e  appreciated and will be kept 

anonymous. 

Thank you f o r  being here,  for g i v i n g  your 

1 comments and f o r  listening to eve ryone  I 
respectfully. 

On behalf of DHEC, I w ~ u l d  again l i k e  to 

1 lo  t h a n k  everyone f o r  your at tendance.  The time I 

I l1  
is now 7:10 P.M. a n d  this hearing is o f f i c i a l  

1 l2 adjourned. N o  further formal recording of this 

1 l3 
hearing will take place. Thank you. 

WHEREUPON, THERE BEING NOTHING FURTHER, THE 

PUBLIC HEARING IS CONCLUDED AT 7:10 P.M. 
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